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Free.Barbara Yonts, Anchor of ‘Today’ Show, Dies at 82 Barbara Yonts, the
woman who held the morning news slot for more than 30 years on NBC's

Today show, died Friday, her office said. She was 82. Yonts, who had been
working at the show since 1972, died at a hospital in Prescott Valley, Arizona,

where she was being treated for complications from pulmonary disease, the
show said in a statement. Her death came a few months after her grandson

James Meek, a Phoenix TV reporter and cameraman, was killed while
covering a fire at an apartment complex. Meek, 22, had been working with
Yonts, who with her daughter she made frequent appearances on local news
programs to talk about child abuse prevention and child loss. "Barbara's been

touched by such a powerful force of child loss and she's been able to do
something, I don't know how, to give back to those communities," Meek said

in a news conference after the Jan. 27 fire in Phoenix
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